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Northern UFO News [ THO

Hello there, and welcome to a very important edition in the life of
Northern UFO News.It is important for three special reasons.

Pirstly, we celebrate our 100 th issue, kaving come a very long way
since the firgt duplicated copies rolled off the press in M 1974 . NUFON
and Northern UFO News (or NUN as it is affectionately called) have become
symbole for the new spirit of cooperation within ufology.It may never ha-
ve been the biggest, cheapest,most dynamic or most significant publicatim
output..,but it has stuck around,Not all that many UFO magazines make it
to 100 editions ,which is a sad tut true fact. And next spring we Teach a
further milestone with NUFONs tenth birthday.I think we oan feel a little
proud of what we have done these past years.

In order Yo mark this occasion we have decided to try %o make NUN &
better product for you.A mew professional style,bi-monthly publication (4
times a year plus Summer and Winter Reports in between) and mew features
witich T hope you will recommend to vs. NUN is your magazine and we would
like %o develop it even further.That relies upon just a small increase in
the number of readers — 80 go omt and tell all Your members or friemds ab-
out the new style Northern UFO News.And don't forget that special offer we
mentioned last month.Six full issues of this kind is not beyomd our finan-
cial 'l;éa_;ah with a little bit of effort, ewen during 1983. ’

Finally, with this issue, and as a sign of the new spirit of cooperat-
ion already mentioned,we implement the ideas imsued in a special bulletin
Yo associate groups last autumn.We have decided to keep the NUFON name —
but with the subtitle UFO RESEARCH NORTH, We strongly urge sll aasociate
groups to use this communal linls ie MUFORA — UFO RESEARCH NORTH, Not only
will it cement our ties as an informal network in the eyes of the public,
But it will merve to unite us,in thought amd deed,with the groups in oan’t:‘_i
England who became UFO RESEARCH MIDLANDS during 1982,

I do not believe that this asks too much of any NUFON group, Please
think about it. ¥ Jenny Randles|

ﬂ’R COMMENTS , s & o & A number of UFO authorities have recently imquired
: into the somewhat alarming dearth of UFO reports.
Jdnst what is - or rather is not — happening ?

Total case numbers have steadily declined since 1977,time of the last great
British wave.NUFON figures show; 1977 (332); 1978 (273)s 1979 (156); 1980
(84); 1981 (68) and 1982 (just 38).A brief mimi-wave in November 1980 brought
Us .gome good close encovnters (including the last CE3),btut clearly something
8Beems to be very amiss.

. MAGONIA have written much on this %opioc and one of the places cited for
blame by many sources hag been the cinema UF0 and mci-fi hype, especially our
o1& friend Spielberg with his Close Bmcounters of The Third Kind released in
late 1977).This is probably part of the answer.The public have been super—sat-
urated with UFO stories to the point where they mentally switch off whem thw
word UF0 is mentioned.Yet the media (who supposedly reflect the public interest)
have not been switched off .Certainly I have found more and mors of my time de—
voted to handling enguiries from TV,radio and jourmalists.UFOs, it seems, still
fagcinate them, f

Personally I think a fundamental factor is that wWe are merely in a trough
within the UFO cycle.Since the ten year periods of 1967 and 1977 waves suggest
a new UK wave around 1987 we may now be climbing up towards more respectable
levels of UFO activity,although it could be a while before we see cases of the
calibre and magnitude of those recent tut departed days.

Perhaps even more crucial,and probably the single most importamt reason why
we are lacking reports, is the decreased number of investigators,There are now
Just 3 or 4 active WUFON groups as opposed to a dozen or more gquite recently.
But T do not regard this as a bad thing,because investigation in this country
is more and more concerned with studying in-depth selected cases,The very fact
that we are ignoring so many LITS veports is naturally limiting case botals.
LITS, after all, do form the biggest percentage of UFOs seen,











































